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A crowd of 260 people gathered at the 15th Annual Gala for 
Hope benefiting Cross-Lines Community Outreach on Saturday, 
September 29, 2018 at the Sheraton Overland Park.

Ron and Kellee Hercules, pictured on page 2, served as 
Honorary Chairs of the event. The Don Bakely Humanitarian 
Award was given to longtime Cross-Lines Volunteer, Kris Illum, 
pictured above left with her daughter, Brooke.

Guests at the event enjoyed a fabulous dinner with live music 
by the Mullinix & Miquelone Trio, pictured above right. 

The program featured a video about several Cross-Lines clients 
who were helped over the past year, thanks to YOU! Soon you can 
see the moving video about these amazing individuals on our 
website at www.cross-lines.org.

Attendees enjoyed an exciting live and silent auction with lots 
of competitive bidding, all to raise crucial funding for Cross-Lines. 

We are grateful for everyone who helped make the Gala a 
success. Thank you to our wonderful event sponsors, patrons 
and auction donors, who are listed on page 3-4.

Gala for Hope
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Photos--Top Row:: 2018 Gala for Hope Honorary Chairs Ron and 
Kellee Hercules speak during the program. 
Second Row from left to right:: Cross-Lines Executive Director 
Susila Jones congratulates Cross-Lines Board member Chris 
Grenz and his wife, Esther, after they won the Barrel of Booze 
during the live auction. Board Chair Cindy Moore thanks the 
crowd of attendees at the end of the evening. Susila Jones thanks 
supporter Kevin Brown after he won the KU-K-State tickets during 
the live auction for the third year in a row. 
Bottom Row from left to right:: Cross-Lines support is a family 
affair for Lew and Susan Wiens, Brooke Monnolly & Kyle Johnson 
and Cross-Lines Board Member Lisa Wiens and her husband 
Brad Wiens. Gala attendees enjoyed bidding on the items in the 
silent auction.
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gala for hope sponsors

Mary Steeb & Glen Littleton

Jean Dorsey Memorial  Fund

Business Coaching 
Plus



NEWSLINES 04

Gala Patrons

Adam’s Mark Hotel & Coco Key
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema
Argosy Casino Hotel & Spa
Bed, Beth, Beyond
Belfonte Ice Cream & Dairy Co.
Bichelmeyer Meats
bijin Salon & Spa
Boulevard Brewing Company
Brad & Lisa Wiens
Branson Entertainment Complex
Broadway Cafe and Roasting Co.
Carlsen Center at Johnson County Community 
College
Cheesecake Factory
Chipotle
Cinemark Palace at the Plaza
Clay Cooper Theatre
Cross-Lines Board of Directors
Crown Center Shops
Dan & Tandy Gabbert
David Baumgartner
Dub’s Dread Golf Club
Eagles Gymnastics
Edible Arrangements
Ensz & Jester P.C.
Family Tree Nursery
Firebird’s Wood Fired Grill
Friends of Chamber Music
Fritz’s Railroad Restaurant
Grand Country Music Hall
Heather Rowe
Hollywood Casino - Final Cut Steakhouse
Holy-Field Vineyard & Winery
Hughes Brothers Theatre
Ignite Wood Fire Grill

Jack & Paula Rowe
Jewish Community Center
Jim & Kay Schmidt
Jim Mullinix, Triune Financial Partners, LLC
Joplimo Mattress
Kam Howard
Kansas City Ballet
Kansas City Chiefs
Kansas City Repertory Theatre
Keep It Moving Fitness Program
Kelley Carpenter & David Eulitt
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art
Kendra Scott
Lake Quivira Country Club
LDF Sales and Distributing - Chad Bowman
Legends Shopping Center
Lew & Susan Wiens
Lied Center
Louisburg Nursery
Lyric Opera of Kansas City
Magic House St. Louis Children’s Museum
Mainstream Boutique
Manny’s Kansas City
Markie Crabtree
Marriott Overland Park
Medication Navigation
Megan & DJ Pierre
Mel’s Hard Luck Diner/Kriter Tracks LLC
Metropolitan Ensemble Theatre
Musical Theater Heritage
National WW1 Museum and Memorial
Overland Park Sheraton
Pam & Kevin Brown
Ponak’s
Portraits by Christopher

PRP Wine International, Inc. - J. Bruns
Quality Hill Playhouse
QuikTrip
Rally House - Mission, KS
Rick & Judy Tremblay
Ron Hercules
Schlitterbahn Water Park
Sea Glass Fine Art Photography
Showboat Branson Belle
Sight & Sound Theatre
Silver Dollar City
SPC Portrait Art
Sporting Kansas City
Sprint
Stephen & Susila Jones
Steve & Pam Jones
Sunflower Hills Golf Course
Taking Bids Benefit Auctions, LLC
Target - Mission & Shawnee
Tavern in the Village
Terry & Cindy Moore
Terry Baldwin
The Barn Players
The BrewTop Pub & Patio
The Coterie Theatre
The Folly Theater
The Learning Tree
The Nelson Atkins Museum of Art
Tivoli Cinemas
Tom Watson
Top Golf
Treetop Studios - Jonathan Crabtree
Union Station Kansas City
Velvet Creme Popcorn
Waldo Pizza
Wonderscope Children’s Museum 

auction donors

Steve and Barb Bang
Pam and Kevin Brown
MarthaChapman
Bud and Judy Cooper
Dick and Donna Dehn
Fred DeSieghardt
Design Mechanical, Inc.
Dan and Tandy Gabbert
Fred and Carolyn Gilhousen
Louis Gomez
John Hall 

Rosalie Henry
Brent and Rachelle Hesterlee
Chris and Allison Hettinger
Glenn and Carolyn Hodges
Dieter and Gail Kinner
Scott and Robin Mallory
Linda and Jack Matchette
Richard and Susan Merkel
Cornie Neufeld
Kent and Annie Noland

Larkin and Kristi O’Keefe
David and Karen Pack
Elna Ponto
Al and Jane Pope
Paula and Jack Rowe
Steve and Lynn Sestak
James and Linda Stinett
Shaner Family Fund
Norma Lee Winters
Roy and Nancy Worthington
Cathy and Glenn Zumbehl
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Dennis shared his situation with Gloria 
Cantu, Manager of Client Services, she 
worked with Dennis to find a place he 
could afford through Cross-Lines Housing 
Stabilization program.

“The Lord has blessed me coming to 
Cross-Lines and I’ve got a place,” Dennis 
said. “I can turn my lights on. I can lock 
my door. I can open my refrigerator and 
there’s food.”

Dennis has a postive attitude despite 
the many challenges he has faced in life. 

If you’ve served in the Cross-Lines 
community kitchen over the past year, 
you probably had the pleasure of 
meeting Dennis, 63.

Dennis is a gentle spirit. He never 
hesitates to pitch in and help when 
Kitchen Manager Carmelina Cabrera 
needs a hand. 

Dennis has worked in the kitchen 
part-time since October 2017 as part 
of the SER program. The SER program 
is funded by the U.S. Department of 
Labor and focuses on the training 
and employment needs of the mature 
worker. Participants in the SER SCSEP 
come from all walks of life, have diverse 
work experiences and possess various 
levels of education. SER partners with 
local non-profit organizations like Cross-
Lines to provide participants with training 
opportunities to update their skills. The 
program pays particpants minimum wage 
for up to 17 hours per week.

When Dennis began working in the 
kitchen, he was homeless, carless and 
living in a shelter on the Missouri side of 
the state line. For four months, Dennis 
would rise at 4 a.m. and ride four different 
buses to get to Cross-Lines by 6 a.m. When 

Dennis Finds A Place to Call Home

Ho! Ho! Ho!
The Fall chill is in the air, the leaves 

on the trees are changing color and 
there are hundreds of families in 
need coming to Cross-Lines to help 
them make Christmas happen.

Ready or not, it’s Christmas Store 
time! 

Registration for families for the 
Christmas Store will be October 23-
26. 

Please mark your calendars for 
December 3-8 for the Christmas Store 
shopping this year!

The location will be the same as last 
year, in the building that used to house 

the old thrift store on the Cross-Lines 
campus at 628 S. Pyle Street. 

We need all different kinds of help 
with the Christmas Store, from signing in 
clients, serving as a personal shopper, 

 It’s Beginning to Feel A lot Like Christmas...
working in a department, and helping 
get the building decorated and ready 
for the big event.

If you, your friends, family, business 
or church would like to help with 
Christmas Store, please contact Sarah 
Kelley as soon as possible at 913-281-
3388 or sarah@cross-lines.org.

We are so incredibly grateful to 
the many churches, businesses, 
organizations and individual volunteers 

who make this annual tradition possible. 

Last year, Cross-Lines Christmas Store 
provided a wonderful holiday for 500 
families in need, thanks to YOU!

He is grateful not just for having a home, 
but for being a part of the Cross-Lines 
team where he can help others.

“We’re human beings. We’re all in this 
together,” Dennis said. “A lot of times, 
people are like, ‘I’m going to look out for 
myself, I’m going to worry about me,’ but 
at Cross-LInes, it’s about worrying about 
someone else, and that helps you. The 
people here at Cross-Lines are here to 
help you help yourself. I feel good. I was 
blessed, so let me go return that blessing.”



A D D R E S S :
736 Shawnee Avenue Kansas City, KS 66105

P H O N E : 
913-281-3388

W E B : 
www.cross-lines.org

B O A R D :
Board Chair:  Cindy Moore    Vice Chair:  Lisa Wiens   
Secretary:  Jim Ensz   Treasurer:  Derek White
Members: Doug Brown, Cathy Goodger, Chris Grenz, 
Jorge Herrera, Marty Hoffey, Kam Howard, 
Jason Moss, Megan Pierre 

H O N O R A R I U M S

Kelley Carpenter and David Eulitt
Mary Steeb and Glen Littleton

Anne & Gordon Faubel’s 60th Anniversary
Michele and Garry Dooley

Carol Lynne Ellis’ Birthday
Richard and Char Charette

Jim & Vicki Ensz
Clark and Cindy Irey
John and Charlotte Hall 

Paula Rowe and Char Charette
Carol Lynne and Jeff Ellis

Kris Illum
Cornelius Neufeld
Shaner Family Fund

M E M O R I A L S

Connie Neufeld
Michele and Garry Dooley

Father Sheeds
Milton Arganbright

Glenda Campbell
Russell and Charlene Yoder
Ed Neufeld

p l e a s e  M a r k  Y o u r 
C a l e n d a r  n o w !

Smoke Out Hunger BBQ 
Fri., June 14-Sat., June 15, 2019 
Wyandotte County Fairgrounds

Kenny Cramer
Wesley United Methodist Church

Lois Culver
Margaret Ackley
Tom and Betty Armstrong
Claudia Bakely
Jeanne Bakley
Stephen and Patricia Baker
Keith Culver
Nancy Dorsey
David and Sally Firnhaber
Ann Ford
James and Elaine Hager
Dot Hager
Jane Herman
Lee and Janelle Johnson
Nancy Lee
Jim, Michelle, Jilllian and Erin Lee
Brad and Cynthia Mawhiney
Scott and Judy McRuer
Trish Moore
Thomas and Dixie Morris
Dorothy Potter
Skillbuilders Fund
Margaret Tannahill
Ronald and Vera Williams
Floyd and Marsha Wilson

Ruth Holland
Mary Kotz
Robin and Clarinda Richerson
Fred and Martha King
Evelyn Bowman
Schrag Family Trust
Richard and Anita Holzrichter

Shopping Online for the Holidays? 
Be Sure to Use Amazon Smile and Donate Part of Your 

Purchase to Cross-Lines Community Outreach!

Cross-Lines Close Up Open House 
Thurs., Nov. 8, 2018

5-7 p.m. 
Cross-Lines, 736 Shawnee Ave.

RSVP 913-281-3388

Cross-Lines Christmas Store 
December 3-8, 2018

628 S. Pyle
(on Cross-Lines campus)

Spring Dig Plant Sale 
Thurs., May 1- Sat. May 4, 2019 
Shawnee Presbyterian Church

6837 Nieman


